LIFE OF GURU ARJAN

CHAPTER II

Unexpected help reached the Guru from various
quarters. One Ganga Ram, a Brahman merchant,
came from Bhatinda with corn to sell He visited
the Guru and remained with him for some time.
During his stay the Guru's kitchen one day became
empty, so Ganga Ram gave up all his corn and fed
for a space of five days all the labourers on the tank.
As the Baisakhi fair was approaching, the Guru
persuaded him to stay and enjoy it. Large offerings
were made to the Guru on the occasion, all of which
he ordered to be given to Ganga Ram. This was
clone to test his devotion and sincerity. Ganga Ram,
however, refused to accept them. The Guru, who
was naturally pleased at meeting such a disinterested
friend, commended and blessed him.

When the tank was excavated, it was represented
to the Guru that Har Mandar, or the temple of God
to be built in the midst of it, should be raised higher
than all other buildings in the neighbourhood, so that
it might receive proper respect. The Guru replied:
* No ; what is humble shall be exalted. The more
a tree is laden with fruit, the more its branches
descend to the earth. By whatever way you approach
the temple you must descend eight or ten steps,
wherefore let the Har Mandar be made the lowest
edifice of all/ The Guru himself was humble, but
through his spiritual greatness he obtained the
dignity of being visited by people of rank from all
parts of India and receiving their rich offerings.

Hindu terftples are closed on three sides and
opened 'only towards the east or rising sun. The
great Sikh temple at Amritsar was to be open on all
sides. -This meant that the Sikh worship was open
to all, and was not concerned with sun-worship.
The Granth Sahib is placed in the middle of the
temple, so that no man may seat himself in its place.